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PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Sir: 



The applicants respectfully requests pre-appeal brief review of the Examiner's 
final action mailed March 2, 2005 and Advisory Action mailed August 3 1 , 2005. A 
Notice of Appeal is being filed herewith. 

Claims 1-25 are pending. 

Specifically, in the Final Action, the Examiner continues to reject independent 
claims 1, 15, and 16, under 35 USC 102 as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,341,271 
to Coden ("Coden") without properly identifying each and every claim element in 
Coden. Independent claims 17, 19, and 25 are similarly rejected under 35 USC 103 in 
view of Coden. 

Careful review of Coden however, reveals that the rejections under 35 USC 
102 and 103 are simply improper. Specifically, the claims call for "storing a plurality 
of possible responses "; "storing of a plurality of Boolean expressions, one of the 
plurality of Boolean expressions associated with each of the plurality of possible 
responses . . "receiving a text query "; "for each of the plurality of possible 
responses , applying its associated Boolean expression to the received text query 
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thereby determining if the associated Boolean expression is satisfied by the text 
query" and "presenting at least one of the plurality of possible responses , in response 
to the determining." 

The Examiner appears to inconsistently interpret "the transformed query 
objects" of Coden as equivalent to the responses as claimed. The Examiner has 
provided no basis for applying this interpretation. As a result, the Examiner appears 
to be applying an interpretation that is entirely contrary to any plain dictionary 
meaning of the terms "query" and "response" and any meaning attributed to these 
terms by the application in order to assert equivalence. 

Moreover, even in applying this interpretation, the Examiner does not appear 
to be consistent. For example, in claim 1, the Examiner appears to be equating the 
claimed query object to responses in all but the final clause of the claim. In 
interpreting the final clause of the claim "presenting at least one of the plurality of 
possible responses in response to said determining" the Examiner makes reference to 
Figs. 19A to 19B, col. 29, lines 23 to 25, and col. 34, lines 8 to 9 and appears to be 
equating the result of executed query objects of Coden as equivalent to the claimed 
responses. 

Thus, it is submitted that in view of the improper interpretation of the term 
"responses" and the internal inconsistency of the Examiner's argument, Coden cannot 
anticipate claim 1 . 

Other claims (e.g. claim 19 and 20) similarly call for answers and queries and 
the Examiner appears to by applying the same reasoning. 

For these same reasons, Coden cannot anticipate nor render obvious pending 
independent claims 15, 16, 17, 19 or 25, nor claims dependent thereon. Withdrawal 
of the rejections of pending claims 1 to 25 in view of Coden therefore respectfully 
requested. 
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In view of the foregoing, favorable review of the Final Action and Advisory 
Action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SMART & BIGGAf? f 

Matthew Zischka V 
Registration Nd. 41,575 

438 University Avenue 
Suite 1500, Box 21 11 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSG 2K8 

Tel: (416)593-5514 
Fax: (416)591-1690 



September 2, 2005 

MZ/kew 

File ref. 92988-1 
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